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A Note from the Playwright 
Rohina Malik

There are almost 60 million refugees and internally displaced people, who 
were forced to leave their homes because of violence. That’s one in every 
122 people worldwide. The number of refugees and internally displaced 
people has reached its highest point since World War II.

I write plays because I’m deeply concerned about the world we live in. 
With all our technological advances, we still live in a world where there 
is too much violence and dehumanization. I spent some time talking to 
Chicago based Iraqi refugees. It was during those conversations that I 
felt a strong need to write a play that examines the human cost of war.

My friend saw a woman in a grocery store, a cashier, wearing a necklace, 
the pendent was in the shape of Iraq, and inscribed on the pendent was 
“IRAQ.” This was at a time when our country was deep into the war with 
Iraq, and when I would ask refugees where they are from, if we were 
outside, they would whisper “Iraq.” And yet, here was this woman, with 
her necklace, and that’s how Yasmina was born.

Around this time I was thinking of writing about my best friend, she’s a 
Latina Muslim, wears the veil and is married to an Arab. My friend and 
her husband are a very funny couple, they don’t have kids, and I began to 
wonder who, if they had a son in this post 9/11 world, would he be? I asked 
this question at a time when many Muslim men, due to anti-Muslim bias, 
were changing their names, and that’s how Sam was born.

Then I wondered, what if Sam meets Yasmina…

Welcome to Yasmina’s Necklace.



CAST

Parvuna Sulaiman Yasmina

Amro Salama* Musa

Adam Flores Sam

Maritza Motta Gonzalez Sara

Chuck Winning Ali

Ethan Joel Isaac Amir

Jaime Zayas Imam Rafi

CREATIVES

Deanna Jent Director

Elisabeth Wurm Asst. Director

Traci Clapper Stage Manager

Chelsea Krenning Assistant Stage Manager

Kyra Bishop Set Design

Meg Brinkley Props Designer

Jane Sullivan Costume Design

Michael Sullivan Light Design

Zoe Sullivan Sound Design

Chris Jent Light Board Operator

Frances Garren Sound Board Operator

Emily Kay Rice Scenic Artist

Jim Moxley Prop Carpenter

*member Actor’s Equity Association



Playwright
Rohina Malik is a critically acclaimed playwright and 
solo performance artist. She was born and raised in 
London, England, of South Asian heritage. Her one-
woman play Unveiled had its world premiere at the 
16th Street Theater, where it received critical acclaim. 
Rohina’s second play The Mecca Tales was produced by 

Chicago Dramatists in 2015 and nominated for a Joseph Jefferson Award for Best New 
Work. Her new play, Yasmina’s Necklace, had its world premiere at the 16th Street Theater 
in January 2016, and was recently nominated for a Jeff Award for Best New Work. She 
is a Resident Playwright at Chicago Dramatists, an Artistic Associate at the 16th Street 
Theater and Voyage Theater Company in NYC. Recently, Rohina became an Artistic 
Affiliate at American Blues Theater. Her plays have been produced at the 16th Street 
Theater, Victory Gardens Theater, Crossroads Theater, Next Theater, Brava Theater, 
Voyage Theater Company, Silk Road Rising, Theater Project Baltimore and Mustard 
Seed Theater. Unveiled was recently presented in two South African Theater festivals: 
The Grahamstown Arts Festival and the 969 Festival in Johannesburg. Rohina is a proud 
member of the Dramatists Guild of America.



Cast
Parvuna Sulaiman (Yasmina) is very grateful for the opportunity to work with such 
lovely and talented people. She is currently studying law and rhetoric at Saint Louis 
University. Parvuna has worked as an actor with the St. Louis Shakespeare Festival in 
various Shake38 productions, Shakespeare in the Streets production of Good in 
Everything, and MetroYouth’s Henry V. She was seen most recently in a production of 
Arcadia directed by Lucy Cashion. Parvuna would like to thank the entire team for this 
wonderful experience. Enjoy the show!

Amro Salama (Musa) comes to us from Chicago where he performed in the World 
Premiere of Yasmina’s Necklace at 16th Street Theatre as Ali. Additional Chicago 
theater credits include u/s for Disgraced at The Goodman Theatre and performing in 
numerous play readings around Chi-town. Regional credits: On Caring For The Beast 
(Cornerstone Theatre, L.A.), Omnium Gatherum (Theatricum Botanicum, NYC), 
SubUrbia (Pacific Resident Theatre, L.A.), Sarah’s War (The Hudson Theatre, L.A.), 
Middle East Comedy Festival (ACME, L.A.). Upcoming TV credit as Adrian Mayfield on 
Chicago Justice. Past TV and Film credits include The Siege, Modern Family, Chicago PD, 
Shameless, Children’s Hospital, Suite Life on Deck.

Adam Flores (Sam) is a founding resident artist of Mustard Seed Theatre. However, 
this is his first time on the Mustard Seed stage (save for the inaugural play reading). 
He did however direct Mustard Seed’s The Bosnian American Project: The Dance for Life 
last year. He is a proud graduate of Baylor University (MFA) and Fontbonne 
University (BA), where he is currently an Assistant Professor of Theatre. He was an 
original local producer of The Every 28 Hour Plays, a national initiative of one-minute 
plays that began here in St. Louis about #BlackLivesMatter and Ferguson. Over the 
last ten years, he has worked as an actor with over a dozen local theatre companies. 
He would like to give special thanks to his father and grandmother for coming to this 
country so he could do all of the things listed above.

Maritza Motta Gonzalez (Sara) is enjoying her theater rebirth after many years of 
dedicating her life to being a wife, mother, friend, daughter, etc. Given the 
opportunity to return to the stage after a 36 year hiatus is both exciting and scary. 
Maritza participated in theater productions, TV sitcoms, TV commercials and other 
public presentations in Puerto Rico. She is not only looking forward to her return to 
the stage, but also adding a new grandchild to her life. Maritza wishes to thank her 
daughters, Natasha and Maritza, for their support and encouragement as she 
embarks on this next adventure.

Chuck Winning (Ali) is excited to be making his debut performance at Mustard Seed 
Theater. He has performed for multiple theaters in Saint Louis such as Saint Louis 
Shakespeare, Black Mirror, St. Louis Community College Meramec, Back Lot Theater, 
The Archon Players, and First Run. He is grateful for the opportunity to perform with 
such an incredibly talented cast in Yasmina’s Necklace.



Ethan Joel Isaac (Amir) is very excited to be debuting with his first show at Mustard 
Seed Theatre, this will be his fifth show here in St. Louis since he graduated college. 
This show hits home to his roots and he hopes you enjoy this journey in this very real 
place in the world.

Jaime Zayas (Imam Rafi) Actor, mime and clown born and 
raised in the gorgeous island of Puerto Rico. He received 
a B.A in Theater from the University of Puerto Rico and 
has trained in physical theater, mime and circus arts with 

professionals from theater companies like Pilobolus and Cirque du Soleil. Some 
of his credits include an appearance in the T.V. series Seconds from Disaster for the 
National Geographic Channel. Jaime was hired for specialty character work by Walt 
Disney Company. In St Louis, he has worked with Annoyarts, St Louis Shakespeare 
and Mustard Seed Theater. In 2015, he was nominated for a BPA for Best Actor in a 
Comedic Role for his hilarious portrayal of Adolpho in Next Generation’s production of The Drowsy Chaperone. 
He is also the co-founder and executive director of Kinetic Tapestry, a physical theatre company and circus 
arts studio based in St Louis.

Creatives 
Deanna Jent (Director) is the Artistic Director of Mustard Seed Theatre and a 
Professor of Theatre at Fontbonne University, where she’s been teaching since 1995. 
She was nominated five times for the Kevin Kline “Best Director” Award and won 
“Best Director of a Musical” for her 2011 production of Godspell. She has written stage 
adaptations of the novels Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen, Till We Have Faces by C.S. 
Lewis and Imaginary Jesus by Matt Mikalatos. Her play Falling won the Kevin Kline 
award for Best New Play of 2011 and was nominated for a Drama Desk Best Play 
award following its Off-Broadway run in 2012. Falling recently played in Singapore 
and will be seen on stages in Chicago, San Diego and Tampa in 2017. She has directed 
at professional theaters throughout St. Louis, including the New Jewish Theatre, 

Shakespeare Festival St. Louis Touring Company, The Orange Girls, ACT Inc., Stray Dog Theatre, and St. Louis 
Shakespeare. This semester, Deanna is also excited to be working with Fontbonne students on a 
collaboratively created production of The Trojan Women. Thanks as always to her husband Steve and children 
Lindzey, Christopher and Andy.

Elisabeth Wurm (Assistant Director) is delighted to be assistant directing for Mustard 
Seed Theater. A theatre graduate of Indiana University - Bloomington, she is now 
working towards her MA in Theatre at Fontbonne. She produces and directs for 
additional theatre companies in St. Louis, including her own, Silhouettes Production 
Company, which she founded in 2013. Favorite directing credits include Next to Normal 
(SPC), The Complete Works…(abridged)[revised] (SPC), Urinetown (NGTC), Little Women 
(Acting Out!) and working as assistant director for Rumors (Missouri Baptist University). 
Thank you to God, my parents, and friends for their unbelievable support and love.

Traci Clapper (Stage Manager) has had a wonderful time stage managing this 
talented cast and creative team! Traci holds a BA in Performing Arts with a 
concentration in Arts Management. Now that she is graduated, she plans to 
continue to learn and explore in the realms of stage management and lighting, and 
really whatever other opportunities come her way. Other than MST and FBU, she 
has worked with Opera Theatre of Saint Louis, HotCity, COCA, and Max & Louie 
Productions. Traci would like to thank her family, her MST family, EMT, and Bess for 
always being so supportive, especially throughout this post-graduate transition.



Chelsea Krenning (Assistant Stage Manager) is an emerging Assistant Stage 
Manager at Mustard Seed Theatre. She is earning her degree in Theatre and Speech 
with Secondary Certificate at Fontbonne University and has been involved with 
student productions such as Almost, Maine and Playhouse Creatures. As a future 
teacher, she hopes to inspire her students to be creative, welcoming, and empowered. 
Chelsea would like to thank the wonderful creative team at MST for doing these 
things for her.

Kyra Bishop (Set Design) is excited to be back at Mustard Seed Theatre, where she 
previously designed Kindertransport, Eleemosynary, The Amish Project, All is Calm and 
Gee’s Bend. Other St. Louis area design credits include Doubt, Tosca, Rigoletto, Don 
Giovanni and A Streetcar Named Desire (Union Avenue Opera), The Rime of the Ancient 
Mariner (Upstream); Richard III and Blood Reigns (St. Louis Shakespeare); Underneath 
the Lintel, and Imagining Madoff (New Jewish); and Reality (HotCity). She holds a BFA 
in Scenic Design from the Conservatory of Theatre Arts at Webster University.

Meg Brinkley (Props Designer) has designed and managed props for many 
companies around town, including Opera Theatre St Louis, Shakespeare Festival St 
Louis, New Jewish Theatre, Act Inc, and HotCity. Thanks to the MST family for the 
opportunities, the pleasure of working with such a wonderful team, and the support! 
Much love to Chuck, her 3 sons, & coffee.

Jane Sullivan (Costume Design) was a theatre educator at 
Jefferson College for twenty-seven years before her recent 

retirement. She has designed costumes for many Mustard Seed productions 
including Godspell, Going to See the Elephant, All is Calm, Falling,The Amish Project, 
Bosnian American and Kindertransport. Jane has also worked with ACT INC, Dramatic 
License Productions and Ozark Actors Studio, and Hotcity. She has designed for 
Fontbonne University for the last 4 seasons. Jane is a member of the Mustard Seed 
Theatre staff. Thanks to Deanna and the cast and crew for this wonderful experience. 
And thanks to Michael, Mark and Zoe for their encouragement, love and support.

Michael Sullivan (Light Design) is a Mustard Seed Resident Artist, an Associate 
Professor in the theatre program at Fontbonne, the Technical Director and resident 
Lighting Designer. Michael’s Mustard Seed Theatre lighting designs include The Amish 
Project, All is Calm (Theatre Circle Award), and An Almost Holy Picture (Kline nomination). 
Michael’s work at other theatres around St. Louis includes Way to Heaven (Theatre Circle 
Award) at New Jewish Theatre and Maple and Vine (Theatre Circle nomination) at 
HotCity Theatre. Michael will also be designing the lighting for Dancing at Lughnasa for 
Mustard Seed, later this season. Much love to Jane, Mark and Zoe.

 Zoe Sullivan (Sound Design) is a graduate of Fontbonne University’s Performing Arts 
program (2014) with an emphasis in Acting/Directing. She is proud to have started 
her Sound Design career with Mustard Seed Theater back in 2011 with their first 
production of Falling by Deanna Jent. Some of her favorite MST credits since then 
include Kindertransport, Crumble: Lay Me Down Justin Timberlake, The Human Terrain, An 
Invitation Out, The Amish Project, & Bosnian/American: The Dance for Life. Many thanks to 
Deanna and Meg for the opportunities and to her parents/Jenny for the tough love. 
GO SEE A PLAY!
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