
8/25/2016 'Kindertransport' at Mustard Seed Is a Harrowing, Affecting Ride: Theater Review | Features | laduenews.com

http://www.laduenews.com/arts-and-culture/features/kindertransport-at-mustard-seed-is-a-harrowing-affecting-ride-theater/article_1ba50774-68af-11e6-ab15-5b4dd08… 1/4

http://www.laduenews.com/arts-and-culture/features/kindertransport-at-mustard-seed-is-a-harrowing-affecting-
ride-theater/article_1ba50774-68af-11e6-ab15-5b4dd0872fc8.html





'Kindertransport' at Mustard Seed Is a
Harrowing, Affecting Ride: Theater
Review
by Mark Bretz  Updated Aug 22, 2016

PREVIOUS

Richly Executed Operatic Version Keeps Audience in 'Doubt': Review

NEXT UP

Local Actress Battles Through Reoccurring Cancer
Local actress, singer and teacher Anna Blair stars onstag…

 



http://www.laduenews.com/arts-and-culture/features/richly-executed-operatic-version-keeps-audience-in-doubt-review/article_66339900-6953-11e6-8cb7-9fca5351719d.html
http://www.laduenews.com/arts-and-culture/local-actress-battles-through-reoccurring-cancer/article_c70543aa-db08-5075-93c3-94dc9ca86705.html
https://www.laduenews.com/users/profile/MarkBretz
http://www.laduenews.com/arts-and-culture/features/richly-executed-operatic-version-keeps-audience-in-doubt-review/article_66339900-6953-11e6-8cb7-9fca5351719d.html
http://www.laduenews.com/arts-and-culture/local-actress-battles-through-reoccurring-cancer/article_c70543aa-db08-5075-93c3-94dc9ca86705.html


8/25/2016 'Kindertransport' at Mustard Seed Is a Harrowing, Affecting Ride: Theater Review | Features | laduenews.com

http://www.laduenews.com/arts-and-culture/features/kindertransport-at-mustard-seed-is-a-harrowing-affecting-ride-theater/article_1ba50774-68af-11e6-ab15-5b4dd08… 2/4

Story: With the rise of Hitler’s Nazi party in the late 1930s making life more and more dangerous for Jewish
families in Germany, a movement called Kindertransport takes hold. Jewish parents are allowed to send their
children to foster homes, orphanages, etc. in England, where they will be safer than in the increasingly hostile
atmosphere in their native land.

Thus, Helga tearfully bids farewell to her daughter Eva, who escapes Germany and is taken in by a woman named
Lil in Manchester, England. Lil quickly befriends the lonely and bewildered Eva, who at age 9 doesn’t fully
understand why her parents have made such a terrible sacrifice.

Despite Lil’s kindness, Eva is emotionally scarred by what she perceives as abandonment, wondering what has
happened to her parents. She carries her psychological trauma into adulthood, exacerbating her tenuous
relationship with her own troubled daughter, Faith.

Always lurking in the shadows is Eva’s (now Evelyn) haunting memories of The Rat Catcher, a sinister figure from
a tale she was told as a child, who seems to still stoke Evelyn’s fears. Nearly 40 years have passed since Eva was
put aboard the Kindertransport, but terrors that forced that evacuation linger menacingly.

Highlights: Mustard Seed Theatre has opened its 10th anniversary season with a harrowing, affecting production
of Diane Samuels’ superb drama based on the real-life experiences of nearly 10,000 mostly Jewish children in
World War II. Artistic director Deanna Jent realizes the full potential of this emotionally scarring tale through the
riveting efforts of her inspired cast and crew.

Other Info: In program notes, playwright Samuels says she was inspired to write a fictionalized account of the
kindertransport based on three separate incidents, all dealing in one way or another with the Holocaust. Her play
now is 23 years old but its powerful message still resonates when performed as convincingly as by the Mustard
Seed ensemble.

Action unfolds on an imaginative set designed by Kyra Bishop that is comprised of two tiers, with the bottom level
ironically representing the attic in Lil’s home, with steps at stage right leading to young Eva’s bedroom. Other
scenes, such as a meeting between Eva and a Nazi guard at a railroad station, take place center stage in front of
the set.

Zoe Sullivan’s sound design hauntingly conveys various scenes, including a flute for the venal Rat Catcher. It’s
augmented by Michael Sullivan’s lighting design and some carefully appointed props pulled together by Meg
Brinkley, such as a stand-alone ashtray from another era when smokers were omnipresent. Costume designer
Jane Sullivan adorns the women in some simple outfits from the ‘30s as well as Evelyn’s and Faith’s more modern
look for the ‘70s.

Thanks to the diligent efforts of German language coach Marlene Rene Coveyou and vocal coach Nancy Bell,
cast members speak with authentically sounding dialects, whether the thick English accent of working-class
Manchester or the German influence in Helga’s speech.

Samuels’ two-act story moves freely between scenes set in the ‘30s and the ‘70s, often handled as subtly as the
movement in Michael Sullivan’s carefully selected lighting. As the play moves to its heartbreaking conclusion, the
sometimes curious behavior of Samuels’ characters makes more sense, poignant and terribly sad all at once.

Michelle Hand is a marvel to observe as the adult Evelyn. As Samuels progresses her story, Hand transforms from
a self-assured, iron-willed matron into the fragile shell of a woman suffering from deep psychological wounds
lurking barely beneath the surface.

She’s the focal point for a number of spellbinding scenes between Evelyn and her emotionally stunted daughter
Faith, who is desperate to know more about her extended family in order to learn more about herself. Katy
Keating movingly brings out Faith’s immaturity as well as her determination to uncover her mother’s mysterious
past.
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Kirsten De Broux excels as Lil, the foster mother who sets aside her own troubles to lend a loving hand to a
confused child from a foreign land. She depicts Lil exerting her steadying influence on both her daughter and
granddaughter, even as Lil learns some unpleasant truths in the process.

Kelley Weber conveys the awful decisions faced by Helga as she tries to protect her daughter from the Nazi
menace encroaching in their lives, and has a superior turn in a later, unnerving scene. Weber’s real-life daughter,
Hannah Ryan, shows considerable acting expertise herself as the confused and troubled Eva, who relies on her
own instincts for survival in the face of what historian Hannah Arendt called “the banality of evil.”

Brian Rolf brings nicely etched portrayals to a number of minor, male roles, from an act of random kindness by an
otherwise unfeeling Nazi guard to the scary hostility of an English working-class stiff to the physical
representation of the fear-inducing, fictional Rat Catcher.

Jent has a knack for presenting the heroism of everyday people placed in extraordinary circumstances, and
carefully sets up her audience for the shocks that await in Samuels’ tightly crafted story. Kindertransport serves
as a sobering history lesson as well as a realization of how fragile anyone’s happiness can be.

Play: Kindertransport

Company: Mustard Seed Theatre

Venue: Fontbonne Fine Arts Theatre, Big Bend at Wydown

Dates: August 25, 26, 27, 28, September 1, 2, 3, 4

Tickets: $30-$35 (or Pay with a Can/Pay What You Can on Thursdays); contact www.mustardseedtheatre.com or
719-8060

Rating: A 5 on a scale of 1-to-5.

Photos courtesy of John Lamb

Remounting of 'Mary Shelley Monster
Show' Remains Intellectually Ambitious:

Review

Richly Executed Operatic Version Keeps
Audience in 'Doubt': Review

Local Actress Battles Through
Reoccurring Cancer

  +4   +6

  +2

https://www.laduenews.com/users/profile/MarkBretz
http://www.mustardseedtheatre.com/
http://www.laduenews.com/arts-and-culture/features/remounting-of-mary-shelley-monster-show-remains-intellectually-ambitious-review/article_bb4d8b6a-696e-11e6-a15b-c3c5b8fe679c.html
http://www.laduenews.com/arts-and-culture/features/remounting-of-mary-shelley-monster-show-remains-intellectually-ambitious-review/article_bb4d8b6a-696e-11e6-a15b-c3c5b8fe679c.html
http://www.laduenews.com/arts-and-culture/features/richly-executed-operatic-version-keeps-audience-in-doubt-review/article_66339900-6953-11e6-8cb7-9fca5351719d.html
http://www.laduenews.com/arts-and-culture/features/richly-executed-operatic-version-keeps-audience-in-doubt-review/article_66339900-6953-11e6-8cb7-9fca5351719d.html
http://www.laduenews.com/arts-and-culture/local-actress-battles-through-reoccurring-cancer/article_c70543aa-db08-5075-93c3-94dc9ca86705.html
http://www.laduenews.com/arts-and-culture/local-actress-battles-through-reoccurring-cancer/article_c70543aa-db08-5075-93c3-94dc9ca86705.html


8/25/2016 'Kindertransport' at Mustard Seed Is a Harrowing, Affecting Ride: Theater Review | Features | laduenews.com

http://www.laduenews.com/arts-and-culture/features/kindertransport-at-mustard-seed-is-a-harrowing-affecting-ride-theater/article_1ba50774-68af-11e6-ab15-5b4dd08… 4/4

Dinner & A Show: Weber Grill Restaurant

http://www.laduenews.com/arts-and-culture/dinner-a-show-weber-grill-restaurant/article_edbbe7f1-6788-5385-8b97-2e74f8703c09.html
http://www.laduenews.com/arts-and-culture/dinner-a-show-weber-grill-restaurant/article_edbbe7f1-6788-5385-8b97-2e74f8703c09.html

